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BACK COVER PICTURE 


The picture on our back cover this week 
shows a scene in New Guinea, a trust terri- 
tory administered by Australia. New Guinea 
was formerly mandated to Australia under 
the League of Nations Mandates System. A 
trusteeship agreement has been concluded 
between Australia and the United Nations, 
by which the administering authority under- 
takes to promote the political, economic, so- 
cial and educational advancement of the in- 
habitants of New Guinea. Seven trust terri- 
tories in addition to New Guinea have been 
placed under the International Trusteeship 
System established by the United Nations. 
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THIS WEEK 


A Chronicle of United Nations Activities 


Pending the arrival of a representative from 
Albania, consideration of the British complaint 
against Albania in connection with Corfu Channel 
incidents was postponed at the g6th and 97th meet- 
ings of the Securrry Councit on January 28 and 
31. The matter will be taken up again at the call 
of the Chair (see page 112). 
A 
The Security Council’s CoMMIssION OF INQUIRY 
IN THE BALKANS arrived in Athens on January 29 
and held its first meeting on January go. At its 
end, grd, 4th and 5th meetings on January 31 and 
February 1 and 3g, statements as to the methods and 
time limits which they considered essential for the 
presentation of their respective cases before the 
Commission were made by the liaison officers of 
Greece, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria and Albania. It ap- 
pointed a Committee of Experts to deal with non- 
political practical matters. It was agreed that the 
Chairmanship should rotate weekly (see page 117). 
A 
The Mivirary STAFF COMMITTEE, in its monthly 
statement, announced that during the month of 
January jt had continued to study the principles 
affecting the overall strength of Armed Forces to be 
placed at the disposal of the Security Council. 
A 
The SociaL CoMMISSION completed examination of 
its draft report after meeting on January 28, 29, 30, 
31 and February 3, and voted to recommend that the 
next session of the Council be held not earlier 
than July, preferably in Geneva. It adopted: a 
resolution setting up a five-member committee to 
study questions concerning child welfare; a resolu- 
tion informing the Economic and Social Council 
that “it does not feel able to give effect to the recom- 
mendation of the Council respecting the Interna- 
tional Penal and Penitentiary Commission as long 
as this Commission has not severed its relations with 
the Franco Government”; a resolution, recommend- 
ing that a housing and town planning service be 
set up within the Secretariat and that this body 
should be responsible for making preparations for 
the international conference of experts in the hous- 
ing field, envisaged by the General Assembly Reso- 
lution of December 14, 1946; a resolution welcom- 
ing the agreements reached between the specialized 
agencies and the Economic and Social Council; a 
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resolution on the value of co-operation between 
non-governmental organizations and the Com- 
mission and recommending the fullest co-operation 
with the WFTU; a resolution requesting the Secre- 
tariat to collect information from governments on 
their administrative practices regarding assistance 
to indigent aliens and to report on the application 
of the recommendations and Model Convention on 
Assistance to Indigent Foreigners drawn up by the 
League of Nations Committee of Experts and ap- 
proved in 1938; a resolution proposing that the 
Population Commission create an ad hoc committee 
to examine the documentation on migration to be 
submitted by the Secretariat; a report on the or- 
ganization of welfare services. The Commission 
elected Dr. Yang (China) and Dr. Christides 
(Greece) to represent it on the Technical Commit- 
tee on Migration and also elected Dr. Yang as its 
representative on the Population Commission. 


A 


The Economic AND EMPLOYMENT COMMISSION 
met twice daily on January 28, 29, 30, 31, and Febru- 
ary 1 and 3. It agreed to recommend to the Econom- 
ic and Social Council that it did not consider the 
establishment of a sub-commission on the balance 
of payments to be necessary at present. It also ap- 
proved the section of its report to the Council deal- 
ing with its recommendations for the work to be 
done by the Secretariat and by the appropriate 
sub-commissions in the field of economic stability 
and full employment. The section included an in- 
struction that its Sub-Commission on Employment 
and Economic Stability report to the second session 
of the full Commission on current world economic 
conditions and trends. On January 30 the Commis- 
sion heard a statement by Viscount Bruce, Chair- 
man of FAO’s Preparatory Commission on World 
Food Proposals, on the conclusions reached at the 
recent meeting in Washington and its implications 
for the Commission. 

A 

At two meetings on January 28 the HuMAN 
RiGHTs COMMISSION approved a motion that com- 
munications listed by the Secretariat, from organi- 
zations or individuals without consultative status 
might, on request by members of the Commission, 
be made available to those members, and set up a 
sub-committee of three to study how such com- 
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munications should be handled. On January 29 the 
Commission decided to set up two Sub-Commissions, 
one on Freedom of Information and of the Press, 
and the other on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities. It appointed a Sub-Com- 
mittee to consider the terms of reference and com- 
position of these Sub-Commissions. After general 
debate on the question of an International Bill of 
Rights at meetings on January 31, February 1 and 
g the Commission decided that its Chairman, Vice 
Chairman and Rapporteur should prepare a pre- 
liminary draft. 
A 

At its second meeting on January 28 the STATISs- 
TICAL COMMISSION confirmed Mr. Herbert Marshall 
as Chairman, appointed its other officers and adopted 
its Agenda. At meetings on January 29, 30, 31 and 
February 1 and 3 the Commission asked the Secre- 
tary-General to prepare a draft of an amending 
protocol to the International Convention relating 
to Economic Statistics which set up the Committee 
of Statistical Experts under the auspices of the 
League of Nations. The draft will be designed to 
enable the Commission to take over the functions 


of the Committee. It agreed to recommend the . 


publication of three of the Committee’s reports. It 
adopted resolutions: admitting to consultative status 
certain non-governmental organizations concerned 
with statistics; welcoming the steps being taken by 
the Committee of the 1950 Census of Americas to 
conduct co-operative censuses of the Americas; re- 
questing the Secretary-General to make periodic 
reports on progress in statistical co-operation be- 
tween the United Nations and agencies brought 
into relationship with it; creating a committee of 
experts to make proposals on a standard industrial 
classification; expressing the desirability of promot- 
ing a World Statistical Congress to be held in 
Washington, D. C., in September 1947; requesting 
that its next session be held in New York during 
the latter part of August in relation to the time set 
for the proposed World Statistical Congress. It 
elected Mr. Mahalanobis (India) as Chairman of 
its Sub-Commission on Statistical Sampling and ap- 
proved its terms of reference. 
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‘The DRAFTING COMMITTEE OF THE PREPARATORY 
COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
ON TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT and its technical Sub- 
Committees met on January 28, 29, 30, 31, Febru- 
ary 1 and 3 and continued examination of the 
Articles of the Draft Charter for the proposed Inter- 
national Trade Organization. 


A 


On January 28 the Netherlands representative, 
Dr. Eelco Van Kleffens, signed, on behalf of his 
government, the Constitution of the INTERNATIONAL 
REFUGEE ORGANIZATION and the Agreement on In- 
terim Arrangements. Nine governments have so 
far ratified the two documents. 


A 


On January 29 it was announced that the Govern- 
ments of Panama and the Philippines had replied 
to the Secretary-General’s telegram of December 20 
requesting Member governments to report action 
taken on the General Assembly Resolution relating 
to the recall from Madrid of Ambassadors and 
Ministers Plenipotentiary, advising him that they 
do not maintain relations with the Franco Govern- 
ment. Notification of action has now been re- 
ceived from 44 Member governments. 


A 

UNRRA Headquarters announced on January 
28 that to meet the serious food situation in Europe, 
the Director-General had sent Francis B. Sayre, 
diplomatic adviser, to Cuba to arrange for immedi- 
ate procurement of 10,000 tons of sugar. In addi- 
tion, negotiations with several Latin-American coun- 
tries were being carried out for shipment to Europe 
within the next six weeks of beans, wheat and meat. 


A 
The INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION’S 
INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE ON PETROLEUM PRODUCTION 
AND REFINING convened for its initial session at Los 
Angeles on February 3 (see page 118). 
A 
The Secretary-General, who left for a tour of Cen- 
tral America and the Caribbean on January 10, re- 
turned to New York on January 31 (see page 109). 
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A daily life scene in Western Samoa, a trust territory administered by New Zealand. 


Trusteeship Council to Hold First Session 


Will Organize Business and Adopt Rules of Procedure 


Tue tRusteesuie councit, the last organ of the 
United Nations to be established, will be convened 
for the first time on Wednesday, March 26, 1947. 
Set up at the sixty-third plenary meeting of the 
General Assembly on December 14, 1946, the Trus- 
teeship Council brings into full operation a new 
International Trusteeship System. 

The composition of the Trusteeship Council is 
determined by Article 86 of the Charter. It provides 
that the Council shall include those Members ad- 
ministering trust territories. Australia, Belgium, 
France, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom are 
automatically members as “administering author- 
ities” of the eight trust territories for which the 
General Assembly has approved trusteeship agreee- 
ments. As permanent members of the Security 
Council, China, the United States and the U.S.S.R. 
are also represented in the Trusteeship Council 
although they do not administer any trust terri- 
tories. Iraq and Mexico have been elected by the 
General Assembly to serve three-year terms to en- 
sure that the Council shall consist of an equal num- 
ber of administering powers and non-administering 
powers. 


Functions of the Council 


The Charter defines in broad terms the functions 
and powers of the Trusteeship Council. It considers 
reports submitted by the authorities responsible 


FEBRUARY 11, 1947 





for administering trust territories. Petitions from 
or concerning these territories are received by the 
Council and examined in consultation with the 
respective administering authorities. Provision is 
made for periodic visits to the trust territories at 
times agreed upon with the administering author- 
ities. In addition, the Trusteeship Council formu- 
lates questionnaires on the political, economic, 
social and educational advancement of the inhabi- 
tants of each trust territory. Upon the basis of 
these questionnaires, the administering authorities 
submit annual reports to the General Assembly. 

Each member of the Trusteeship Council has 
one vote, and decisions are made by a majority of 
the members present and voting. 


Provisional Agenda 

On January 16, 1947, Acting Secretary-General 
David Owen requested each of the 10 Member na- 
tions of the Trusteeship Council to designate “one 
specially qualified person” as its representative on 
the Council. In making his request, Mr. Owen 
communicated the provisional agenda of the first 
session of the Council. 

This agenda contains two major items. Like the 
other major organs of the United Nations, the 
Trusteeship Council is empowered to adopt its 
own rules of procedure. To guide them in their 
deliberations, the members of the Council will 
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have before them the provisional rules of proced- 
ure formulated by the Preparatory Commission and 
referred to the Trusteeship Council by the General 
Assembly in its resolution of February g, 1946. As 
Article go of the Charter specifies that the ‘Trustee- 
ship Council “shall adopt its own rules of proce- 
dure, including the method of selecting its Presi- 
dent,” these provisional rules represent only 
recommendations, and are subject to revision. 

The rules of procedure play a particularly sig- 
nificant role in the work of the Trusteeship Coun- 
cil. They are not simply rules to govern the 
Council’s deliberations, but involve basic functions 
of the United Nations trusteeship system. They 
set forth the manner in which petitions from or 
concerning the peoples of the trust territories will 
be handled; how the annual reports from the ad- 
ministering authorities will be examined; and how 
the periodic visits to the trust territories will be 
conducted. 

The second major item on the agenda concerns 
the formulation of questionnaires on the political, 
economic, social and educational advancement of 
the inhabitants of each trust territory. This item 
is fundamental to the work of the Trusteeship 
Council, because the annual reports of the admin- 
istering authorities to the General Assembly are 
made upon the basis of these questionnaires. 

Questionnaires will have to be drawn up for all 
eight trust territories, and each questionnaire must 
be designed to meet the specific requirements of 
the territory concerned. 

The provisional agenda also includes the con- 
sideration of any petitions concerning trust terri- 
tories which may be presented, and the study of 
relations between the Trusteeship Council and 
the Economic and Social Council and the special- 
ized agencies, as envisaged in Article 91 of the 
Charter. 

After the provisional agenda had been trans- 
mitted to the member nations, the Secretariat re- 
ceived from the New Zealand Government noti- 
fication that two reports on Western Samoa were 
being forwarded. They will also be added to the 
Council Agenda. The reports relate to New Zeal- 
and’s responsibilities under the League Mandate 
for Western Samoa for the years 1942-1945 and 1945- 
1946 in relief. 

The significance of these reports and their sub- 
mission lies in the fact that they are a recognition 
by the New Zealand Government that the inter- 
national responsibility for the mandate of Western 
Samoa continued all through the war years, even 
when the mandates system was inoperative. The 
Western Samoa reports may be examined by the 
Council in conjunction with the formulation of 
questionnaires for submission to the administering 
authorities. 
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Eight trust territories involved 

All non-self-governing territories are technically 
eligible for transfer to the United Nations trus- 
teeship system. However, at the first part of the First 
Session of the General Assembly in London, it was 
recognized that the territories most readily avail- 
able for trusteeship would be those which, since 
World War I, have been administered as Mandates 
under the League of Nations. Territories which are 
to be detached from the enemy states as a result of 
World War II are also possible candidates for 
trusteeship, but action on them must await the 
peace treaties. 

At the second part of the First Session of the 
General Assembly, drafts of trusteeship agreements 
were submitted to the Assembly by Australia for 
New Guinea, by Belgium for Ruanda-Urundi, by 
France for the Cameroons and Togoland under 
French Mandate, by New Zealand for Western 
Samoa, and by the United Kingdom for Tangan- 
yika, and for the Cameroons and Togoland under 
British mandate. 

The Fourth (Trusteeship) Committee and_ its 
Sub-Committee 1 examined these draft agreements 


- clause by clause. The Sub-Committee suggested 


numerous modifications, some of which were ac- 
cepted by the mandatory powers. For example, 
Belgium agreed to modify the agreeement for 
Ruanda-Urundi to ensure that the inhabitants of 
the territory received treatment equal to that af- 
forded the nationals of any of the Members of the 
United Nations in the territory. Similarly, the 
United Kingdom accepted changes in the agree- 
ments for Tanganyika, Togoland, and the Cam- 
eroons in order to provide for equal treatment for 
United Nations nationals in these trust territories. 
The eight trusteeship agreements were approved 
by a majority of the Fourth Committee and by the 
General Assembly in plenary meeting. Certain 
powers, however, declared themselves dissatisfied 
with the trusteeship agreements. The representa- 
tive of India objected to the provisions of the 
agreements referring to the creation of military 
bases and fortifications in trust territories without 
the approval of the Security Council, and the ad- 
ministration of a trust territory as an integral part 
of the territory of the administering power, or of 
adjacent territories. He objected to India’s not hav- 
ing been consulted on the agreement for Tangan- 
yika in view of the large Indian population there. 
India, he said, would prefer that trust territories 
be administered by the United Nations itself rather 
than by a single state. For these reasons, he was 
unable to vote for the trusteeship agreements. 
The U.S.S.R. representative maintained that the 
trusteeship agreements violated the Charter prin- 
ciple of the progressive development of the popu- 
lations of trust territories towards self-government 
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A holiday in 
Western Samoa. 
Two reports re- 
lating to New 
Zealand man- 
date responsibil- 
ities for Western 
Samoa for the 
years 1942-1945 
and 1945 - 1946 
are to be added 
to the agenda of 
the first session 
of the Trustee- 
ship Council. 


or independence. The agreements showed the in- 
tentions of the mandatory powers to establish 
conditions of trusteeship that would transform the 
trust territories into integral parts of the adminis- 
tering states. The Soviet proposal to fix a date for 
the revision of the agreements had been rejected 
by the administering powers. The U.S.S.R. empha- 
sized that the provision permitting the establish- 
ment of bases in the trust territories without the 
Security Council’s consent was against the Charter. 
Moreover, the “states directly concerned,” which, 
under Article 79 of the Charter, were to approve 
the terms of trusteeship, had never been deter- 
mined. A Soviet proposal calling for the rejection 
of the trusteeship agreements and the submission 
of new agreements in accordance with the terms of 
the Charter was defeated in the Assembly. 

The trusteeship agreements for New Guinea, 
Western Samoa, Ruanda-Urundi, ‘Tanganyika, and 
for the Cameroons and Togoland under British man- 
date were accepted by the General Assembly by a 
vote of 41 in favor, six against and five abstentions. 
The agreements for the Cameroons and Togoland 
under French mandate were adopted by 41 in favor, 
five against and six abstentions. 

Main Provisions of Trusteeship Agreements 

For the most part, the eight agreements contain 
the same general provisions. Each agreement begins 
by defining the territory to which it applies, and 
by designating the administering authority. 

The agreements then set forth the obligations 
and responsibilities of the administering authority. 
The territory is to be administered so as to achieve 
the basic principles of trusteeship as contained in 
the Charter. The authority must collaborate with 
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the General Assembly and the Trusteeship Council, 
and present to the General Assembly an annual re- 
port on the territory. In addition to its responsibil- 
ity for the maintenance of peace, order and good 
government in the territory, the administering 
authority undertakes to develop free political in- 
stitutions and to give the inhabitants an increasing 
share in the government of their territory. It is to 
protect native rights over land, and not allow 
native land or natural resources to be transferred 
except with the previous consent of the competent 
public authority. The administering authority is 
to ensure equal treatment in social, economic, in- 
dustrial and commercial matters for all Members 
of the United Nations and their nationals, provided 
that the interests of the inhabitants of the terri- 
torities come first. It is to develop education, and, 
subject only to requirements of public order, 
guarantee to the inhabitants freedom of religion, 
worship, speech, press, assembly, and petition. 

The trusteeship agreements bestow certain rights 
upon the administering authorities. They are given 
full powers of legislation, administration and 
jurisdiction in their territories, and by the terms of 
some agreements they may administer them as in- 
tegral parts of their own territories, subject to the 
provisions of the Charter and the trusteeship agree- 
ments. They are permitted to constitute the terri- 
tories into a customs, fiscal or administrative union 
or federation with adjacent territories under their 
control. They have the right to establish naval, 
military and air bases, erect fortifications, and take 
other measures necessary for defense in carrying 
out obligations to the Security Council and for 
local defense. 
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The administering authorities can organize pub- 
lic services and works on conditions which they 
consider just. Fiscal and other monopolies may be 
created, provided that there is no discrimination on 
grounds of nationality. The administration of the 
trust territory may be organized on a regional basis. 

The eight trusteeship agreements can be amended 
only in accordance with the terms of the Charter. 
Any dispute arising over their interpretation is to 
be referred to the International Court of Justice. 
Trusteeship System becomes operative 

After having approved the trusteeship agree- 
ments, the General Assembly turned its attention 
on December 14, 1946 to the election of two ad- 
ditional members of the Trusteeship Council to 
ensure a balance between the five administering 
authorities and the three permanent members of 
the Security Council which do not administer trust 
territories. 

The Assembly elected Mexico by 36 votes out of 
47 votes cast, and Iraq by 34 votes. These Member 
nations were elected to the Trusteeship Council 





for three-year terms. The U.S.S.R., the Byelorus- 
sian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, and Yugoslavia abstained from 
voting in this election on the ground that the ap- 
proved trusteeship agreements were not in accord- 
ance with provisions of the Charter. 

The Assembly also adopted by 40 votes with none 
against the Resolution Concerning the Establish- 
lishment of the Trusteeship Council. This resolu- 
tion directed the Secretary-General to convene the 
first session of the new Council not later than March 
15, 1947, and to draw up and communicate to each 
member of the Council the provisional agenda for 
that session at least 30 days in advance of the date 
of the session. The prior scheduling of other 
meetings, which required all of the available facili- 
ties at the headquarters of the United Nations 
made it necessary for Acting Secretary-General 
Owen to convene the first session of the Trusteeship 
Council on Wednesday, March 26, 1947, at Lake 
Success. 


UNESCO Calls Conference on Reconstruction 


Private International Bodies to Study Program of Action 


A CONFERENCE WILL BE held in Paris from Feb- 
ruary 13 to 15, 1947, under the auspices of UNESCO, 
to discuss measures for ‘“‘an extensive and intensive 
campaign to stimulate the flow of materials, money 
and services to areas needing urgent help in the 
rebuilding of educational, scientific and cultural 
resources.” 

Representatives from about 50 international 
private bodies are to attend the conference. They 
will study the report of UNESCO’s Reconstruction 
and Rehabilitation Commission, which was ac- 
cepted at the UNESCO Conference in December 
1946, and recently published. 


Highlights of Report 

The report, while recognizing that UNESCO is 
not primarily a relief organization, proposes that 
the organization stimulate work in the field of 
relief and reconstruction. It calls for a vigorous 
tation Commission was the outcome of many weeks 
sources, having as its goal the contribution of at 
least $100,000,000 for needed materials or services 
to devastated areas of Europe and Asia in 1947. 

The report makes additional recommendations 
which will be carefully studied by the representa- 
tives attending the conference. UNESCO is asked 
to publish documents of special value to schools 
and institutions of devastated areas, and prepare 
pamphlets on the United Nations for use as teach- 
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ing aids in schools in need. UNESCO should take 
the lead in establishing fellowships for study 
abroad by selected leaders from devastated areas, 
and send teams of practical consultants for short, 
intensive periods of work in devastated areas. Aid 
should be given by UNESCO in the establishment 
and co-ordination of youth service camps. 


Report accepted at General Conference 


The report of the Reconstruction and Rehabili- 
itation Commission was the outcome of many weeks 
of study and deliberation at UNESCO’s first Gen- 
eral Conference, which was held in Paris from 
November 19 to December 10, 1946. The Report 
of the Preparatory Commission, which provided a 
basis of discussion at the Conference, had laid great 
stress upon the development of a strong and prac- 
tical reconstruction policy, and the value of in- 
tegrating rehabilitation projects with the _ total 
UNESCO program. It had also recommended that 
UNESCO should stimulate and in every way help 
the work of the voluntary agencies—the best reser- 
voir of relief agencies. 

During the Conference, the Reconstruction and 
Rehabilitation Commission, under the presidency 
of Mr. R. Drzewieski of Poland, worked along the 
lines suggested by the Preparatory Commission. A 
report was then drawn up, which was accepted by 
the General Conference. 
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This report urged that a special committee be 
established within UNESCO to deal with recon- 
struction and rehabilitation and the equalization 
of educational, scientific and cultural resources on 
a world scale. 

The first functions of UNESCO, according to the 
report, “should be intensified stimulation of aid 
from donor-areas and co-ordinated rehabilitation 
activities both governmental and non-governmental 
in character, and stimulated production of educa- 
tional materials and equipment as well as extended 
programs of training of all types of needed educa- 
tional personnel.” 

UNESCO should act primarily as a clearing 
house for information. The report stated it was 
most desirable that national commissions or co- 
operating bodies of UNESCO should take an active 
and practical part in the organization’s work, and 
that they might be charged with the duty of raising 
funds and collecting materials. The distribution of 
these funds and materials in receiving countries 
should be entrusted to an accredited authority. A 
UNESCO liaison officer should be available to ad- 
vise on assessment of needs, on sources, supply, 
and on distribution matters. 

All monies sent to UNESCO for purposes of 
rehabilitation should be placed in a special fund 
to be administered by the special committee whose 
establishment the report had recommended earlier. 


Development of Reconstruction Program 


The report outlined various proposals which 
“are essential for the adequate development of 
rehabilitation aspects” of UNESCO’s general pro- 
gram. These proposals were listed as non-recurrent 
items in UNESCO's program, and were suggested 
for development and probable completion during 
1947. 

It was emphasized that UNESCO was not a relief 
agency in its field comparable with UNRRA in its 
broader scope. The chief function of UNESCO was 
to stimulate and help to co-ordinate the work of 
reconstruction and rehabilitation. The proposals 
submitted by the Commission involved operation 
by UNESCO as a means of focusing activities by 
other agencies; or they involved direct action with 
special reference to reconstruction and rehabili- 
tation. 


A world-wide campaign 


The report’s first proposal called for a world- 
wide campaign for aid in educational, scientific 
and cultural fields). UNESCO was strategically 
placed to serve as the central agency in such a 
campaign, by which money, materials and services 
could be provided by governments, national and 
international voluntary associations, foundations, 
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churches, universities and schools, and individuals. 
The staff of UNESCO should be strengthened and 
expanded to permit it to become the organizing 
center of the campaign and work in close co-opera- 
tion with all other agencies interested in the prob- 
lem. 


“Such a campaign organized in each country 
through national commissions (or co-operating 
bodies) , or voluntary organizations, would appeal 
to the people of the world,” the report stated, “and 
should set as its goal the contribution of at least 
$100,000,000 for needed materials or services to 
devastated areas of Europe and Asia in 1947.” 


The central staff for this campaign must display 
initiative in formulating relief proposals, securing 
contributions, making arrangements for distribut- 
ing supplies, and stimulating national commissions 
and voluntary organizations. It should prepare 
pamphlets and reports on specific needs, supply 
visual materials and other campaign aids, call con- 
ferences if necessary, and have mobile field forces 
competent to deal with a variety of conditions and 
able to report directly and quickly to organizations 
and donors on the situation in specific needy areas. 

“Unless such a campaign can be carried on with 
a considerable degree of success,” the report 
warned, “‘it is fruitless to expect UNESCO to oper- 
ate in this field. Half-hearted measures, without 
vigorous initiative, will not meet the needs of 
devastated areas and will only lower the prestige 
of UNESCO and reduce the effectiveness of its 
program.” 


Publications for Teachers 


It is especially appropriate for UNESCO to pub- 
lish certain materials having direct value to the 
schools and institutions of needy areas. Pamphlets 
might be written on such topics as the use of im- 
provised equipment in the field of teaching, the 
development of guidance programs in schools; the 
development of constructive youth associations; 
and the teaching of science, art, or the social studies 
from an international point of view. UNESCO 
should prepare pamphlets on the United Nations 
and on UNESCO itself to be used as teaching aids 
in schools in need. 

The organization was asked to encourage the re- 
printing of valuable leaflets, pictorial materials and 
other teaching aids. It should help in the transla- 
tion of basically important documents for the use of 
school pupils and for more advanced scholars. 


Fellowships and Field Consultants 


Another proposal in the report was included on 
the strong recommendation of UNRRA officials. 
UNRRA asked the governments of receiving coun- 
tries to nominate leading specialists in the fields of 
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industrial and agricultural work, medicine, and 
social welfare. Those selected specialists were 
awarded fellowships for residence and study in non- 
devastated countries for a period of months, so as 
to acquire “refresher” training and _ re-establish 
contact with colleagues. 

The report called for the duplication of that suc- 
cessful UNRRA project in the fields of educational, 
scientific and cultural affairs, and on as large a 
scale as possible. UNESCO should approach insti- 
tutions and organizations in more fortunate coun- 
tries to encourage them to grant fellowships to 
qualified leaders. The administration of such an 
enterprise, the report stated, together with the 
provision of funds for underwriting its launching, 
is a legitimate UNESCO project, and one much 
requested by countries in need. 

The report maintained that it was equally de- 
sirable that qualified specialists from more fortu- 
nate lands be sent for service in devastated areas. 
Therefore it recommended that UNESCO, at the 
express invitation of governments and in cooper- 
ation with governments and voluntary organiza- 
tions, arrange for consultants to visit war-torn areas 
for the purpose of conducting brief practical semi- 
nars or workshops. 

UNESCO’s function in that work should be pri- 
marily that of arranging for administering the 
projects. There was every indication that organiza- 
tions and governments would participate. 


Youth Service Camps 


In co-operation with student organizations and 
all other interested agencies, UNESCO should seek 
to promote and secure equitable distribution of a 
series of youth service camps in devastated areas 
for the summer of i947. The report recommends 
the location of camps in areas where tasks of 
physical reconstruction can be profitably under- 
taken by international groups of students brought 
together for this purpose. Under competent direc- 
tion, each camp should be a center strengthening 
the democratic goodwill and human solidarity on 
which the foundations of UNESCO rest. 

UNESCO should not bear the major part of the 
expenses involved. Participating students might 
defray their own expenses, organizations might pro- 
vide and transport the materials required for the 
reconstruction projects, while UNESCO should 





make the necessary advance arrangements and share 
in the educational aspects of the program. 


Emergency activities 


The Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Commis- 
sion’s report recommended the establishment of a 
limited reserve fund for use as a revolving fund in 
case of emergency. 

Pending the collection of donated funds, 
UNESCO should have a limited account with which 
to finance certain necessary purchases, such as sur- 
plus war property, especially scientific apparatus. 
The immediate purchase of such equipment often 
prevented its actual destruction, or resulted in major 
economies. 

A second type of emergency with which UNESCO 
should be able to deal lay in the field of shipping 
of materials for relief. In 1947 most of the UNRRA 
facilities for shipment of supplies would not be 
available. Governments receiving supplies should 
assume the responsibility and cost of transporting 
donated goods, but in some cases countries most in 
need of certain types of assistance will be unable 


_ to pay for their transportation. To ensure the ac. 


tual use of all materials collected, it was essential 
that UNESCO have a small reserve fund to be 
used in such emergencies. 


Summary of report 

The report placed chief emphasis on a vigorous, 
world-wide campaign to stimulate the flow of ma- 
terials, money and services to areas needing urgent 
help in the rebuilding of educational, scientific 
and cultural resources. That task, it stated, must 
be energetically carried forward, or all aspects of 
UNESCO’s reconstruction work would be of little 
avail. 

Assuming the effectiveness of this campaign, 
UNESCO should publish certain material justifi- 
able in the light of UNESCO’s permanent interests 
and useful for immediate rehabilitation. Likewise, 
UNESCO should exercise leadership in arranging 
fellowships for study abroad by selected leaders 
from devastated areas, should send teams of prac- 
tical consultants for short periods of work in dam- 
aged areas, and aid in the establishment and co- 
ordination of youth service camps. 

The report ends on the note that “all these 
activities are intimately related to proposals made 
in the General Program report of UNESCO.” 
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Secretary-General’s Visit to Central America 


Stimulating Interest in Aims of United Nations 


W wn THe prime object of meeting in their own 
countries the Governments of ten of the Central 
American Republics which are members of the 
United Nations, the Secretary-General, Trygve Lie, 
completed on January 31 a three-week tour by air 
of Central America and the Caribbean. He was 
accompanied on this 8,383-mile tour by the Assist- 
ant Secretary-General in Charge of Public Informa- 
tion, Benjamin Cohen, his Special Advisor, William 
Stoneman, and members of his personal staff. 

Mr. Lie was able to acquaint himself with con- 
ditions in these ten Central American countries 
and to discuss with the heads of Governments what 
they could do to further the aims of the United 
Nations, and in what way they felt the United 
Nations to be of assistance to them. 

A further important object of the Secretary-Gen- 
eral’s tour was to stimulate interest in the United 
Nations in countries visited. He found much in- 
terest and support for the United Nations in news- 
papers in each of the ten countries, while at the 
many press conferences held, and at various public 
meetings, great sympathy and understanding of 
the aims of the World Organization were shown. 

The first place visited was Mexico City, where the 
Secretary-General spent four days. During this 
time Mr. Lie had several talks with the Foreign 
Minister, Sefor Torres-Bodet, as well as with the 


President, Senor Miguel Aleman, and also had an 
opportunity to meet the civic authorities of Mexico 
City and a number of private persons and the 
diplomatic representatives in Mexico City of many 
other countries. He saw the national sport of 
Mexico, a bullfight, and had an opportunity to see 
something of the Mexican countryside on a visit 
to Xocimilco south-east of the capital. Receptions 
in the Secretary-General’s honor were given by the 
President, by the Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
by the city of Mexico, of which he was made the 
Guest of Honor. 

On January 15, the Secretary-General and _ his 
party went on to Guatemala City. The President 
of Guatemala was unavoidably absent from the 
capital, but the Secretary-General had talks with 
the Foreign Minister, Senor Silva Pena, and with 
members of the Government. A visit to the ruined 
Spanish colonial city of Antigua also offered a good 
opportunity of seeing life in the Guatemalan 
countryside. A reception was given by the Gov- 
ernment in the evening in Mr. Lie’s honor in the 
hall of the great new National Palace in Guatemala 
City, built by the late President Ubico. This is 
considered by many to be one of the finest modern 
buildings in the western world. 

On Friday, January 17, the party took off for 
San Salvador, after experiencing a slight earthquake 





In Havana, Cuba, at the Hotel.Continental, the chef du protocole greets the Secretary-General, Trygve Lie. The 
Foreign Secretary Alberto Inocente-Alverez is on right. 
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Haiti: Mr. Lie with Senator Saint Lot. 


during breakfast. During the twenty-four hours 
spent in San Salvador, the Secretary-General had 
talks with the President, Senor Castaneda Castro, 
with the Foreign Minister, Sefor Quirdés, and with 
cther members of the Government, as well as with 
members of the corps diplomatique, whom he met 
at a luncheon given by Senor Quirds. 

From San Salvador the party journeyed to Te- 
gucigalpa, Honduras, where they were met by the son 
of the President, Tiburcio Carias, Jr., and by the 
Foreign Minister, Senor Silverio Lainez. The Sec- 
retary-General visited the President and the For- 
eign Minister gave a luncheon in his honor. Later 
the party drove to El Picachio National Park on 
a high plateau above Tegucigalpa. This was then 
formally re-named “The United Nations Park” by 
the Secretary-General in a ceremony attended by 
the civic authorities and members of the corps 
diplomatique. This park occupies a spectacular 
position commanding magnificent views of the 
surrounding countryside, and is a fine tribute by 
Honduras to the aims of the United Nations. 

Leaving Tegucigalpa on January 1igth, the party 
flew to Managua, Nicaragua. Here the Secretary- 
General had talks with President Somoza, the For- 
eign Minister, Senor Victor M. Roman, and mem- 
bers of the Government. He was taken along a 
stretch of the Pan-American Highway to inspect a 
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large coffee plantation, and made a long trip into 
the volcanic regions of Nicaragua, escorted by the 
President’s son, Major Anastasio Somoza. In the 
evening the President gave a dinner in honor of 
the Secretary-General at which all members of the 
diplomatic corps and many prominent citizens of 
Managua were present. 

From Managua the journey continued to San 
José, Costa Rica. The Secretary-General was re- 
ceived by President Picado and by the Costa Rican 
Foreign Minister, Julio Acosta. While in Costa Rica 
the party was also given an opportunity to take 
a much needed morning’s relaxation at the Coun- 
try Club of San José before moving on to Panama. 

In Panama, the Secretary-General’s visit coin- 
cided with the Convention of the International 
Lions Organization, a meeting which was addressed 
by Assistant Secretary General Benjamin Cohen. 
‘The American authorities in the canal zone also put 
a boat at the disposal of the Secretary-General in 
which he journeyed up the Canal to Gatun Lake, 
accompanied by Lieutenant-General Willis D. 
Crittenberger, Commander of the zone. 

From Panama the party flew on to Havana, 
Cuba, where they stayed for two days. Here, in addi- 
tion to attending a reception given by the Foreign 
Minister of Cuba, Senor Alberto Inocente-Alvarez, 
the Secretary-General had an opportunity to ad- 
dress an enthusiastic meeting of the Cuban Associa- 
tion for the United Nations. A lively interest in the 
aims and the possibilities of the United Nations was 
expressed by a large audience, 


Lively Press Conference in Haiti 


From Havana the party flew to Port-au-Prince, 


Haiti. Here the Secretary-General had discussions ' 


with President Estime and the members of the 
Government, and was able in the short time at his 
disposal to get an understanding of some of the 
domestic problems of the Republic of Haiti. The 
party was received by the President in the Palais 
Nacional, and was also entertained by the Acting 
Foreign Minister, Sefior Georges Honorat. A par- 
ticularly lively press conference was also held in 
Haiti and great interest was shown, more especially 
in the non-political work of the United Nations. 

The last country visited by the Secretary-General 
was the Dominican Republic. The party reached 
the capital, Ciudad Trujillo, on Tuesday, January 
28, and stayed there for two days. The city—which 
is the oldest colonial city in the western hemi- 
sphere—showed great interest in the visit, and a 
meeting of the United Nations Association of the 
Dominican Republic was summoned to hear an 
address by the Secretary-General. The Secretary- 
General was presented with an honorary degree 
as a Doctor of Laws in the University of San Dom- 
ingo, the first university to be founded in the New 
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World. On this occasion he addressed the students 
on “The Importance of Education in the Develop- 
ment of Democratic Government.” The United 
Nations Association also gave a lunch in honor of 
the Secretary-General and President Trujillo gave 
a reception in his own magnificent home. A press 
conference was held, at which representatives of 
non-governmental: papers were present. They took 
a spirited part in the discussion. 

From Ciudad Trujillo the party set out for New 
York, stopping for half an hour in Puerto Rico, 
where the Secretary-General had an opportunity to 
talk with the Governor. 

On his return to New York the Secretary-General 
sent the following message to the countries which 


The Secretary-General re- 
named a park “The United 
Nations Park”, near Teguci- 
galpa, Honduras. It was for- 
merly known as El Picachio 
National Park. 
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At the University of San 
Domingo, Dominican Repub- 
lic, the Secretary-General re- 
ceived the Degree of Doctor 
of Laws. The University is the 
first to be founded in the 


new world. 


he had visited: _ 

“Upon my return, today, from a visit to the 
countries of Central America and the Carribean 
area which belong to the United Nations, I take 
this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to 
the Governments and the people of all the nations 
which I have visited for the warm hospitality which 
was extended to me wherever I went. 

“I have been greatly impressed by my journey, 
by the beauty of your countries, by my conversa- 
tions with your leaders and by the great enthusiasm 
for the work and the ideals of the United Nations 
which I found everywhere. 

“My best good wishes for a peaceful and a pros- 
perous future go to you all.” 








Consieration of the British complaint against 
Albania in connection with incidents in the 
Corfu Channel was postponed at meetings of the 
Security Council on January 28 and 31 because a 
representative of the Albanian Government had not 
reached New York. 

The Albanian Government was advised on Jan- 
uary 20 that the Council had decided to invite it to 
participate without vote in the proceedings on con- 
dition that it accept in this case all the obligations 
which a Member of the United Nations would have 
to assume in a similar case. 

A reply from Colonel General Enver Hoxha, Pres- 
ident of the Council of Ministers of the People’s Re- 
public of Albania and Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Albania, dated January 24, stated that the Albanian 
Government accepted the Security Council’s deci- 
sion and that its representative to the Council for the 
question would be Hysni Kapo. Mr. Kapo and his 
staff would leave soon, but because of very difficult 
communications it was impossible to fix the date 
of his arrival in New York. The Albanian cable 
requested postponement of the proceedings until 
his arrival. 


Early discussion hoped for 

After a brief discussion on January 28, it was de- 
cided that a further communication should be sent 
to the Albanian Government. This was read at the 
meeting on January 31. It stated that the Council 
had decided to adjourn discussion until its next 
meeting to be called at the discretion of the Presi- 
dent. Information was requested as to the approxi- 
mate date on which the Albanian representative 
could arrive in New York, giving due considera- 
tion to the desire of the Council to proceed with the 
discussion of the question as soon as possible. 

No reply to this cable had been received up to the 
time of the meeting on January 31. After brief de- 
bate it was decided that discussion should be further 
deferred until the next meeting of the Council, and 
that the date and time of that meeting should be 
determined by the incoming President. (The presi- 
dency of the Council changes at the beginning of 
each month). In the meantime the Secretariat was 
to make inquiries as to how it might be able to facil- 
itate the transportation of the Albanian representa- 
tives. 

Andrei A. Gromyko of the U.S.S.R. stated that he 
had received information that the Albanian repre- 
sentative had left his country on January 28. 
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Council Awaits Representative of Albania 


Consideration of British Complaint Postponed 


(A reply from Colonel General Hoxha, dated 
January 31, stated: “The American Embassy at 
Belgrade has advised our Legation that it had re- 
ceived authorization to issue visas to our represen- 
tatives and in consequence they are leaving Belgrade 
immediately by all means available for New York 
via Paris. Impossible to fix exact date of their 
arrival in New York”). 


Review by retiring President 

Speaking at the meeting on January 31, N. J. O. 
Makin of Australia, who retired that day from the 
presidency, briefly reviewed the work of the Council. 

As one of the fruits of its first year’s work, he said, 
the Council was gradually developing recognized 
procedures and methods of work, “and the associa- 
tion of members of this Council with each other over 
a period of months has increased their understand- 
ing of each other and of the problems of the differ- 
ent parts of the world and the different powers 
which are represented here.” 

Although the full organizational task of the Coun- 
cil had not yet been completed, considerable pro- 
gress had been made, he thought, and the experience 
of the Council in handling specific cases was gradu- 
ally leading it towards the adoption of certain pro- 
cedures. 

Nevertheless, there was still a great deal to be 
done in the same direction. Doubtless during the 
coming year further measures would be taken to 
assist the expeditous and effective fulfilment of the 
purposes for which the Council was established by 
the United Nations Charter. 


Procedures not enough 


“Procedures alone,” Mr. Makin added, “will not, 
of course, bring peace. The existence of a smoothly 
working and efficient machine is an essential, but no 
machine will work by itself. It needs the power of 
goodwill and a high resolve for peace to drive it 
forward, and it needs wise direction to give it mas- 
tery over the confused and conflicting elements 
through which it moves.” 

Mr. Makin thought that the representatives on 
the Council were likely to work better if in all their 
deliberations they remembered “that behind us are 
not only governments but people, and that our ac- 
tions here do not merely concern the policies of 
governments but also the hopes and the fears of 
men, women and children. What we do here affects 
their welfare and happiness and may even, if we 
work badly, take from them their lives.” 
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Commission on Status of Women 
Promoting Equality with Men 


Te commission on the Status of Women, which 
was established by the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil last June for the purpose of preparing “recom- 
mendations and reports to the Economic and Social 
Council on promoting women’s rights in political, 
economic, social, and educational fields,” will con- 
vene at Lake Success for its first session on Feb- 
ruary 10. 

Like other Commissions of the Council which 
are now holding their first sessions at the Interim 
Headquarters, the Commission on the Status of 
Women will devote a good part of its opening 
meetings to its internal organization and to planning 
its work. It will consider its relationship with the 
Trusteeship Council, with the specialized agencies 
and other inter-governmental organizations, and 
with non-governmenial organizations, as well as 
how best to co-ordinate its work with other Com- 
missions of the Council, especially the Human 
Rights and Social Commissions. 

Like the Commission on Human Rights, the 
Commission on the Status of Women must consider 
how best to handle communications addressed to 
it, or to the Secretariat, on questions within its 
competence. 

Considerable groundwork which will enable the 
Commission to evolve a plan of work has already 
been done. Some of this was done by the nuclear 
Sub-Commission on the Status of Women, whose 
report was submitted to the Economic and Social 
Council in May, 1946, and which the Commission 
was directed by the Council to study. 


Originally, the present Commission was con-: 


ceived as a Sub-Commission of the Commission on 
Human Rights. Last February, the Council estab- 
lished the nuclear Sub-Commission to consider the 
terms of reference of a permanent body. The Coun- 
cil, after considering the Sub-Commission’s report 
last June, decided to confer on it the status of a 
full Commission. There will have to be very close 
liaison between the Commission on Human Rights 
and the Status of Women however particularly 
over the question of the drafting of an International 
Bill of Rights, which is the primary responsibility 
of the Commission on Human Rights. 


Sub-Commission’s report 


The nuclear Sub-Commission recommended that 
its permanent successor be guided by the following 
principles: 

“Freedom and equality are essential to human 
development. Woman is as much a human being 
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as man, and therefore, entitled to share them with 
him; 

“Well-being and progress of society depend on 
the extent to which both men and women are able 
to develop their full personality and are cognizant 
of their responsibilities to themselves and to each 
other; 

“Woman has thus a definite role to play in the 
building of a free, healthy, prosperous and moral 
society, and she can fulfill this obligation only as 
a free and responsible member.” 


Toward equal status 


The Sub-Commission recommended that the 
Commission should seek for equal political, civil, 
social and economic, and educational equality. 

Universal suffrage, the equal right to vote, to be 
elected and to hold public office were outlined as 
the political rights for which the Commission 
should strive. 

The aims of the Commission on questions of the 
civil status of women were listed in four categories: 

“1. Marriage: Freedom of choice, dignity of the 
wife, monogamy, equal right to breach of marriage; 

“2. Guardianship: Equal right to have guardian- 
ship of her own and other children; 

“3. Nationality: Right to keep her own national- 
ity, and her children having the right to choose 
the nationality of the mother on majority; 

“4. Property: Equal right to hold and acquire, 
administer and inherit property.” 

From the social and economic standpoint, the 
Sub-Commission recommended that its permanent 
successor should direct its efforts toward enabling 
women to take an equal part in social life, thus 
providing them with full opportunity to fulfil 
their duties toward society. To this end, the Sub- 
Commission recommended that steps should be 
taken to: 

1. Eliminate economic and socia! distinctions 
against women, both as to status and customs; 

2. Abolish prostitution by removing the legal 
and customary provisions pertaining to it, and 
abolish the traffic in women and children: 

3. Prevent clandestine prostitution by providing 
conditions in which it would no longer be neces- 
sary for women to earn money by this means; 

4. Enable former prostitutes to return to normal 
life without discrimination, by providing work for 
them, as well as by granting them access to a broad 
educational system. 





Membership of Commission on the Status of Women 


Member Government Representative 


Australia 
Byelorussian Soviet 


Mrs. Jessie Street 


Socialist Republic Mrs. E. Uralova 
China Mrs. W. S. New 
Costa Rica Mrs. Graciela Morales 
F. de Echeverria 
Mrs. Bodil Begtrup 


Mme. Marie Héléne 
Lefaucheux 


Denmark 
France 
*Guatemala 


*The name of the nominee has not yet been received. 


The Sub-Commission maintained that in protec- 
tive or preventive labor legislation equal consider- 
ation should be given to the health of both men 


and women, and that women should not suffer any © 


disability on the ground of sex. At the same time 
due provision must be made for childbearing and 
for the protection and care of children. 


Proposed program of work 


To give effect to these suggested general policies, 
the Sub-Commission recommended a program of 
work, which will be considered by the full Com- 
mission during its forthcoming session. 


First, the Sub-Commission recommended that 
the Commission should undertake a worldwide, 
up-to-date, reliable, and valid survey of laws per- 
taining to the status of women, their application 
and the actual status of women. The Sub-Commis- 
sion suggested as sources for this information not 
only governments, but also specialized agencies, 
women’s organizations, academic institutions, and 
trade unions. 

The Sub-Commission also proposed that regional 
polls should be conducted to estimate public opin- 
ion on questions pertaining to the status of women, 
that a forum should be organized to hear the views 
of non-governmental organizations on the subject, 
and that a United Nations women’s conference 
should be called to further the program. 


The Sub-Commission further suggested that 
documentation of women’s activities should be 
collected, systematized and published, and that 
worldwide public opinion should be stimulated 
through the various information media with a view 
to improving the status of women. 
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Representative 


Begum Hamid Ali 


Mrs. Amalia C. de Castillo 
Ledon 
Mrs. Alice Kandalft Kuzma 


Member Government 


India 
Mexico 


Syria 
Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics Mrs. Nina Popova 
United Kingdom Miss Mary Sutherland 
United States Miss Dorothy Kenyon 
Venezuela Mrs. Isabel Urdaneta 
*Turkey 





Courses in women’s affairs as part of the training 
of woman leaders, and the promotion of scholar- 
ships for women were also among the Sub-Com- 
mission’s recommendations. 

To enable the housewife to devote more time to 
active participation in civic affairs, the Sub-Com- 
mission recommended that its permanent successor 
should urge public and private agencies to plan 
and equip homes with this end in view. 


General Assembly resolution 


In addition to studying the report of the Sub- 
Commission, the Commission will review the reso- 
lution of the General Assembly on the political 
rights of women, which was unanimously adopted 
on December 11, 1946. This resolution was based 


.on the Charter provisions for fundamental free- 


doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, 
language or religions. 

The General Assembly recommended that all 
Member states which have not already done so 
should adopt measures necessary to fulfill the pur- 
poses and aims of the Charter with respect to equal 
political rights for women by granting these rights. 
The Secretary-General has since invited the atten- 
tion of all Member governments to this resolution 
of the General Assembly. 


Legal Questionnaire 


Considerable work has already been done on the 
first recommendation of the Sub-Commission: a 
worldwide survey of the present status of women. 
Following instructions of the Economic and Social 
Council to assist the Commission by making “ar- 
rangements for a complete and detailed study of 
the legislation concerning the status of women and 
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the practical application of such legislation,” the 
Secretariat has prepared a 125-page questionnaire 
to Member governments. The questionnaire covers 
public law, private and family law and criminal 
law in so far as they are concerned with the status 
of women, and the first part of this document (pub- 
lic law) has already been distributed to govern- 
ments. 


Public Law questions 


The questionnaire graphically illustrates the 
technical ramifications involved in all studies of 
human rights. The section concerned with public 
law, for example, calls for data not only on fran- 
chise, but also on the eligibility of woman to hold 
public office and perform public services, on edu- 
cational and professional opportunities, civil liber- 
ties, fiscal laws and nationality. On all questions, 
the Secretariat has asked for the sources in the legal 
codes of Member nations, and the exact provisions. 

A general question prefaces the document: ‘“‘Are 
there any provisions of a general nature guarantee- 
ing equality of women with men (1) in the con- 
stitution, (2) in legislative enactments, (3) in 
treaty obligations?” 

The question on the franchise is not limited to 
whether women are allowed to vote, or whether 
that right is guaranteed by constitutional provi- 
sion or legislative act. Information on all types of 
election is called for—national, regional, local, etc. 
If the franchise differs for each, the questionnaire 
calls for details on the differences; whether there 
are differing age, property, residency or literacy 
requirements, and whether disqualifications differ 
for each sex. 

The questionnaire also goes into the ramifica- 
tions of the franchise as it might be affected by 
marriage; whether the “disabilities on voting im- 
posed upon a husband” are also imposed upon his 
wife, or whether her vote is independent of his. 


Public office 


Similarly, on the subject of eligibility to hold 
public office, the questionnaire calls for a full 
analysis of the position. For example: may women 
be elected or appointed to public office at all levels 
of government: as executives, in the legislative 
body, and in judicial offices? If elected, is there a 
difference between the sexes as to qualifications, 
disqualifications, duties of office, scope of powers, 
remuneration or term of office? Are there any pub- 








lic offices expressly forbidden to women? Are there 
any public offices for which women alone are eli- 
gible? The questionnaire also asks for the actual 
position of women in public life compared with 
that of men, irrespective of the legal position. 


The questionnaire also goes into great detail on 
the eligibility of women for civil service work and 
jury service. In the part relating to educational 
and professional opportunities, the questionnaire 
calls for details not only on schools available for 
women, but also on such aspects of the educational 
systems as the public endowment available, rela- 
tive remuneration of staff, differences in curricula 
between institutions for men and women, segrega- 
tion of the sexes, quota systems, etc. As for the 
professions, the questionnaire not only calls for 
information on quotas, qualifications and remuner- 
ation but also asks for the number and status of 
women in professions: 

The civil liberties section of the questionnaire 
calls for data on the constitutional and legislative 
safeguards, the relative degree of freedom of 
women and men as regards each of the major free- 
doms, status before the courts, free choice in mar- 
riage. 

Questions on fiscal laws go into the details of 
the relative duties of men and women to pay poll 
taxes, income taxes (joint and separate returns), 
inheritance and gift taxes. 


Nationality 


The first nationality question is: “Does a woman 
lose her nationality by marriage to an alien” either 
automatically, or subject to her choice, or subject 
to other requirements being fulfilled? The identical 
question is put with regard to women aliens. “If 
a husband loses his nationality after marriage, does 
this loss apply to his wife?” Every possible ramifi- 
cation of the nationality-marriage question, in- 
cluding the effect of the dissolution of a matriage, 
is included in this part of the questionnaire. 

The task of the Commission is vast, and enters 
into a great many subjects with which other Com- 
missions of the Economic and Social Council are 
concerned. Once the Commission has finished its 
report and recommendations to the Economic and 
Social Council, it will be up to the Council at its 
fourth session to review these proposals, and to 
start on their way the projects by which the Com- 
mission hopes to improve the status of women. 









A ConFERENCE of International Organizations 
is bringing some two hundred persons, represent- 
ing over eighty non-governmental groups, to Lake 
Success this week, from February 10 to 14. In five 
days of meetings, the visitors will be given a first- 
hand acquaintance with the day-to-day operations 
of the United Nations, and working channels will 
be established and strengthened to make United Na- 
tions information available to all parts of the world 
and to all types of organized public opinion. 


It is part of the established information policy of 
the United Nations to rely on the support and _as- 
sistance of the non-governmental, or “voluntary,” 
organizations. Such groups have demonstrated 
strong support of United Nations objectives and 
keen interest in its workings. The forthcoming con- 
ference will give their representatives an opportu- 
nity for informal meetings with members of the Sec- 
retariat, including particularly those of the Informa- 
tion staff and those who administer the Departments 
of Economic and of Social Affairs, and with represen- 
tatives of the specialized agencies. ‘Thus there will be 
the occasion for an exchange of views on the tech- 
niques of information which are being employed 
by the United Nations and the agencies. There will 
also be opportunity for members of the Secretariat 
who serve the Economic and Social Council to meet 
personally with representatives of organized groups 
in the various fields which the Council covers. 


Delegates from Over the World 


Delegates are expected to attend from several 
parts of the world, as representatives of organiza- 
tions whose headquarters are in New York, London, 
Paris, Geneva, Brussels and The Hague. Among these 
are the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl 
Scouts, the International Federation of Agricultural 
Producers, the International Law Association, the 
World Federation of Trade Unions, the Interna- 
tional Chamber of Commerce, the International Co- 
operative Alliance, the Associated Country Women 
of the World, the International Organization of 
Journalists, the Lions International, the Rotary 
International, the World Jewish Congress, the 
World Council of Churches, the International 
Council of Women, the International Catholic 
Union for Social Service, and the World Federation 
of Democratic Youth. 


The Conference has been arranged by the Volun- 
tary Organizations Section of the Department of 
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Conference of International Organizations 


Over Eighty Groups Represented at Lake Success this Week 


Public Information with the assistance of other sec- 
tions of the Secretariat. 


All sessions of the Conference are to be held at 
Lake Success, beginning with registration in the Or- 
ganizations Lounge on Monday morning. At the 
opening meeting that afternoon, there will be ad- 
dresses by Tor Gjesdal, Director of the Department 
of Public Information, who will bring a message 
from Benjamin Cohen, the Assistant Secretary-Gen- 
eral for Public Information, who is absent on an 
official visit to South America; by Andrew Cordier, 
Executive Assistant to the Secretary-General; and by 
A. D. K. Owen, Assistant Secretary-General for 
Economic Affairs. A full day-will be devoted to meet- 
ings with directors of the various divisions of the 
Department of Public Information, and another 
day will be spent in discussions with members of the 
Departments of Economic and of Social Affairs. A 
day and:a half will be spent with representatives of 
the specialized agencies. One afternoon will be de- 
voted to a general meeting on the practical con- 
clusions of the Conference as a whole with regard 
to information liaison among the organizations, the 
agencies, and the United Nations. At other times 
there will be showings of films and a film strip on the 
United Nations. 


On the first day, the Department of Public In- 
formation will give a luncheon for the delegates, and 
on Wednesday afternoon the Section on the Status 
of Women of the Department of Social Affairs will 
hold a reception in the Delegates’ Lounge for 
women attending the Conference. Members of the 
Commission on the Status of Women will be guests. 


Mrs. Roosevelt to Speak 


The Conference will close on Friday night at a 
subscription dinner given under the auspices of the 
World Federation of United Nations Associations, 
in conjunction with its American branch, at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, in New York. Mrs. Eleanor Roose- 
velt, Chairman of the. Commission on Human 
Rights, will be the principal speaker. There will 
also be addresses by representatives of the four vol- 
untary organizations which have consultative status 
with the Economic and Social Council—the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, the International Cham- 
ber of Commerce, the International Co-operative 
Alliance, and the World Federation of Trade 
Unions. 
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Balkan Commission Opens Inquiry 


Representatives of Four Countries heard 


Tue Securtry CouNcIL’s BALKAN CoMMISSION held 
its first meeting in Athens on January go and four 
further meetings during the remainder of the week. 

Because of initial difficulties in connection with 
the provision of visas to enter Greece, the liaison 
officers for Albania, Bulgaria and Yugoslavia arrived 
in Athens with little delay: the Bulgarian and 
Yugoslavian officers arrived on January 30, and 
the Albanian liaison officer on January 31. 

The Commission decided to rotate the chairman- 
ship every seven days among the representatives of 
the 11 member states. The first Chairman is John 
D. L. Hood of Australia, and other representatives 
will succeed him in the alphabetical order of the 
names of their countries. 

The Commission unanimously decided that meet- 
ings as a rule would be open to the press and that 
no specific rules of procedure were necessary for the 
time being. 

It established a Committee of Experts consisting 
of the advisers to the delegations of Colombia, 
Poland, the U.S.S.R., the United Kingdom and the 
United States, whose task will be to consider prac- 
tical matters referred to it by the Commission, such 
as travel arrangements, and to make recommenda- 
tions to the Commission. 


E.A.M. to be heard 


The political coalition of the parties of the E.A.M. 
(National Liberation Front) in Greece requested 
that the Central Committee of the E.A.M. be re- 
ceived by the Commission for the purpose of ac- 
quainting it with facts and information which it 
was hoped might facilitate its work. The Commis- 
sion decided unanimously to hear the E.A.M. after 
the four governments concerned had presented their 
cases. 


In response to an invitation to the liaison officers 
to make statements concerning the methods and 
time limits they considered necessary for the presen- 
tation of their cases, George Kulishev of Bulgaria 
stated that internal strife within Greece had been 
the cause of the frontier incidents which had neces- 
sitated the Commission’s investigation. The essen- 
tial task of the Commission, therefore, lay strictly 
within Greece, and the frontier incidents should be 
regarded as of only secondary importance. 

Later the Bulgarian liaison officer said in a letter 
that the first and main stage of the Commission’s 
work was to hear statements and visit places in 
Greece. The Commission could then decide which 
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other places in Greece and the remaining three 
Balkan countries should be visited, and whether 
such visits should include the capitals. 

The Bulgarian Government was prepared to co- 
operate fully in connection with a visit eventually 
to Sofia and those places in Bulgaria which it might 
be deemed necessary to visit. 

The liaison officer for Greece, Alexis Kyrou, sug- 
gested that the Commission should proceed without 
delay to Salonika and there set up a headquarters 
from which it could investigate the border regions. 

Josip Djerdja, the liaison officer for Yugoslavia, 
reported that a new trial had been opened in 
Skoplje, Yugoslavia, which was uncovering a great 
deal of new evidence. He reserved the right to pre- 
sent this evidence to the Commission as its work 
developed. 

He also believed that the Commission’s main task 
lay within Greece and that there was no need for 
it to visit Belgrade. 


Blames internal Greek situation 


Colonel S. N. Kerenezi of Albania declared that 
the Albanian Government considered that a 
threat to the peace resulted from the present situa- 
tion in Greece, which was characterized by civil war 
growing daily in violence, and by unheard of 
attacks against the neighboring peoples, Albanians 
most of all. His Government considered that the facts 
should be established in Greek territory and that 
the Albanian delegation should participate in all 
the tasks of the Commission. 

When the Commission began the substantive part 
of its work on February 3, Mr. Kyrou gave a gen- 
eral outline of the Greek case and stated that while 
the liaison officers of Albania, Bulgaria and Yugo- 
slavia had attempted to persuade the Commission 
that its mission was to investigate the internal situa- 
tion in Greece, this was not so. The question before 
the Commission was relations between Greece and 
its neighbors and not the political complexion of 
any one of the four governments concerned. 

The Security Council had stated more than once 
that the Greek internal situation was not a menace 
to peace. This situation left very much to be de- 
sired, but the entanglement of the Commission in 
Greek internal affairs would result in the ultimate 
failure of its task, he said. 

The cases of the four governments will be pre- 
sented to the Commission in Athens. 
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Derecates who attended the initial meeting of the 
International Labour Organisation’s industrial 
committee on petroleum production and refining in 
Los Angeles on February 3 were told by the chair- 
man, Dr. Luis Alvarado, Peruvian Minister to 
Canada, that an improvement in the social condi- 
tions of the oil-producing industry could be achieved 
only by the co-operation of governments, manage- 
ment, and labor. Class war, he declared, was a 
negative principle, implying destruction, from 
which no progress could result. 

This conference, which will end on February 12, 
is the seventh of a series of conferences of eight ILO 
committees on the world’s principal industries. 
Committees for the textile industry, inland trans- 
port, metal trades, iron and steel production, build- 
ings, civil engineering and public works, and coal 
mining have already been held, leaving yet a con- 
ference of chemical industry representatives to be 
held. The oil group is composed, as are the others, 
of labor, management, and governments. 

Countries participating are Canada, Colombia, 
Egypt, France, Great Britain, Iran, Mexico, the 
Netherlands, Peru, the United States and Venezuela. 

Dr. Alvarado said that the improvement of the 
social conditions of the workers was a right and 
not a gift of charity, but he warned that no right 
should be abused and that all sides should avoid 
extremism leading to conflict which might result in 
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ILO Oil Committee Meets at Los Angeles 


Sales Agents for United Nations Publications 


The following is a list of sales agents for United Nations publications in various countries. 
Names of agents in other countries will be announced in the Weekly Bulletin as soon as the appoint- 


cancellation of already existing progressive laws, 
He urged “social progress in an atmosphere of 
social peace.” 

Jef Rens, Assistant Director of the ILO and Sec- 
retary-General of the conference, told the delegates 
that if the conference could set up satisfactory 
standards of working conditions, banish poverty 
among the workers, reduce the discrepancy between 
the conditions of oil workers in different regions, 
and promote decent conditions and an atmosphere 
of peace in the industry, it would contribute directly 
to world peace. 

He reminded the delegates that no other product 
was “more completely indispensable to war” 
or more vital to the well being of the world in 
peace. It was not the function of the conference, he 
pointed out, to prevent the question of petroleum 
reserves from becoming a cause of international dis- 
cord. That, he said, would be the task of the higher 
organs of the United Nations. 

E. R. C. Beard of the United Kingdom and Raoul 
Voyer of France were elected vice-chairmen, and 
a steering committee set up. 

The conference will consist generally of prelim- 
inary discussions on such problems as employment, 
conditions of labor, social conditions, and industrial 
relations. Its conclusion will be embodied in resolu- 
tions to be submitted to the Governing Body of the 
ILO for action. 
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Economic and Employment Commission— Vice-Chairman 


Roland Wilson, Com- 
monwealth Statistician and 
Economic Adviser to the 
Treasury, is the Australian 


session of the Economic 
and Employment Commis- 
sion, of which he has been 
elected Vice-Chairman. 
Born in Tasmania in 1904, 
he specialized in economics 

ee and statistics at the Univer- 
Dr. Wilson sity of Tasmania, where he 
graduated B.Com. in 1925. From 1925 to 1928 he 
was a Tasmanian Rhodes Scholar at Oxford Univer- 
sity, where he received his degree of D.Phil. in 1929. 
A year later he obtained his Ph.D. from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 





representative to the first . 


He was a lecturer in economics at the University 
of Tasmania from 1930 to 1932, and from 1932 to 
1935 he was economist to the Commonwealth 
Treasury. He was appointed Commonwealth Sta- 
tistician and Economic Adviser to the Treasury in 
1936, a position which he still holds. Between 1941 
and 1946 he was the Permanent Head of the Aus- 
tralian Department of Labour and National Service. 

Dr. Wilson served in 1935 as Australian represen- 
tative to the British Empire Statistical Conference, 
and in 1945 was assistant and consultant to the Aus- 
tralian delegation to the San Francisco Conference. 
He is president of the Economic Society of Australia 
and New Zealand. In charge of all Commonwealth 
official statistical publications, he is himself an 
author of numerous economic articles and pam- 


phlets. 


Economic and Employment Commission— Rapporteur 


Isador Lubin, Rapporteur of the first session of the 
Economic and Employment Commission, was born 
in Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1896. He studied 
economics at Clark College, Worcester, graduating 
A.B. in 1916. He received his Ph.D. in 1926 at the 
Robert Brookings Institute, where he was a member 
of the teaching faculty from 1922. 

From 1928 to 1929 Dr. Lubin served as an Adviser 
to the Education and Labor Committee of the U.S. 
Senate. Other governmental posts held by Dr. Lubin 
include: Vice-Chairmanship of the U.S. Central 
Statistical Board, 1933 to 1938; Advisory Commis- 
sioner to the Federal Co-ordinator of Railroads, 
1933 to 1936; member of the President’s Economic 
Security Committee, 1934 to 1935; member of the 
Industrial Resources Committee, 1937 to 1943; and 


member of the ‘Temporary 
National Economic Com- 
mittee, 1938 to 1941. 

In 1941 Dr. Lubin was 
appointed Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics and Statis- 
tical Assistant to the White 
House, and held these posi- 
tions until 1945, when he 
became Minister and Asso- 
ciate U.S. representative to 
the Aliied Reparations 
Commission in Moscow. He 
also acted as U.S. representative to the meetings in 
Geneva in 1935, 1936 and 1937 of the Governing 
Body of the ILO. 





Dr. Lubin 


Economic and Employment Commission— Chairman 


Elected Chairman of the 
first session of the Economic 
and Employment Commis- 
sion, Dr. Ragnar Frisch is 
a prominent mathematical 
economist from Norway 
and holds many important 
positions in his country, in 
cluding that of Director of 
Research of the Economic 
Institute of the University 
of Oslo. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Norwegian Gov- 


Dr. Frisch 


ernment’s Economic and Financial Council. 
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Born in Oslo in 1895, he was educated at Oslo 
University, where he received a degree in Economics 
in 1919 and his degree as Doctor of Philosophy in 
1926. In 1930 Dr. Frisch served as a visiting Profes- 
sor at Yale University, and a year later delivered 
a series of lectures at the Sorbonne, Paris. The 
same year (1931) he was appointed Professor of 
Economics at Oslo University—a position which he 
still holds. He was one of ten university professors 
arrested by the Germans in October 1943 and de- 
tained in a concentration camp near Oslo. 

Dr. Frisch is'one of the founders of the Econo- 
metric Society (1931), and has been chief editor of 
the Econometrica since it was first published in 1933. 
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READING LIST: 


Following is a list of publications of United Nations interest which have been received by the 
Department of Public Information: 


SPECIALIZED AGENCIES 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE, 


28th session, Seattle, 1946. Record of 
proceedings. Montreal, International 
Labour Office, 1946. 


INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE. Public 


investment and full employment. 
Montreal, 1946. (Studies and Re- 
ports, New Series, no. 3.) 


Foop AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 


“AQ PREPARATORY 


OF THE UNireD Nations. FAO Mis- 
sion for Greece: Preliminary sum- 
mary of findings and recommenda- 
tions and Action taken by the FAO 
Conference concerning this report. 
Washington, 31 October 1946. (Con. 
2/Mi 1, Rev.) 

COMMISSION ON 
Worip Foop Proprosats. Report of 
FAO Preparatory Commission on 
World Food Proposals. [ Washington, 
D. C., 1947] mimeographed. 


'NITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE 


AND EMPLOYMENT. Report of the 
first session of the Preparatory Com- 
mittee of the United Nations Confer- 
ence on Trade and Employment. 
London, October 1946. In double 
columns. 


).8. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. Building 


a new world economy. [ Washington, 
Govt. Print. Office, 1946] (Publica- 
tion 2618, Commercial Policy Series 
94) 


J.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE. OFFICE OF 


Pusiic AFFairs. The United States 
reciprocal trade-agreements program 
and the proposed International 
Trade Organization: a summary of 
background information. [Washing- 
ton, Department of State, Office of 
Public Affairs, December 1946] litho- 
printed. 


Constitution of the United Nations 


Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, London, 16th Novem- 
ber, 1945. Presented by the Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs to 
Parliament by command of His Ma- 
jesty. London, H.M. Stationery 
Office [1946] (Cmd. 6963) Treaty 
Series No. 50 (1946) . 


HUvxLey, JULIAN. UNESCO, its purpose 


L 
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and its philosophy. [London] Pre- 
paratory Commission of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, 1946. (UNES- 
CO/C/6.) 


"UNESCO, ses buts et sa philosophie. 


[Londres] Commission Préparatoire 
de l’Organisation des Nations Unies 
pour l’Education, la Science et la 
Culture, 1946. (UNESCO/C/6.) 


U.S. NATIONAL COMMISSION FOR 


UNESCO. Report of the U.S. Na- 
tional Commission for UNESCO, 
with letter of transmittal from Assis- 
tant Secretary Benton to the Secre- 
tary of State, September 27, 1946. 
[ Washington, Govt. Print. Office, 
1946 | (Department of State Publi- 
cation 2635, The United States and 
United Nations Report Series 4.) 


Unriep NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILI- 


YATION ADMINISTRATION. Journal, 
Fifth session of the Council, Geneva, 
Switzerland, August 5 to 17, 1946. 
Geneva [Imprimerie Kundig] 1946. 


REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 


An agreement for the establishment of 


the Caribbean Commission, Wash- 
ington, goth October, 1946 [This 
Agreement has not yet been ap- 
proved by the Government of the 
United Kingdom] Presented by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
to Parliament by command of His 
Majesty. London. H.M. Stationery 
Office [1946] (Cmd. 6972) Miscel- 
laneous No. 13 (1946). 


‘ARIBBEAN COMMISSION. COMMITTEE ON 


AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, FISHERIES 
AND FORESTRY OF THE CARIBBEAN RE- 
SEARCH Councit. Caribbean land 
tenure symposium. Washington, 
1946. 

English, Spanish, French and Dutch 
text. 


INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE. 


Defense and preservation of democ- 
racy in America against the possible 
establishment of anti-democratic 
regimens in the Continent. Opinion 
of the Inter-American Juridical Com- 
mittee on the project submitted by 
the Delegation of Guatemala to the 
Inter-American Conference on Prob- 
lems of War and Peace, Mexico, 1945. 
Transmitted to the Governments of 
the American Republics, through 
the Pan American Union, for con- 
sideration at the Ninth International 
Conference of American States. 
Washington, Pan American Union, 
1946. 


TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS 


International 


Sanitary Convention, 
1944, modifying the International 
Sanitary Convention of gist June, 
1926, with Declarations by the Gov- 
ernments of Egypt and France, 5th- 
15th January, 1945. Presented by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
to Parliament by command of His 
Majesty. London, H.M. Stationery 
Office [1946] (Cmd. 6989) Treaty 
Series No. 58 (1946) 


Protocol on the international regula- 
tion of whaling, London, 7th Feb; 
ary, 1944. Presented by the Secretary’ 
of State for Foreign Affairs to Parliae 
ment by command of His Majesty, 
London, H.M. Stationery Office’ 
[1946] (Cmd. 6990) Treaty Se ies 
No. 61 (1946). 

Protocols prolonging the Internation 
Agreement regarding the regulation 
of production and marketing ¢ 
sugar signed in London on 6th May 
1937, London, gist August, 194 
London, gist August, 1945, London, 
goth August, 1946. Presented by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affaisg 
to Parliament by command of Hig 
Majesty. London, H.M. Statioj 
Office [1946] (Cmd. 6949) Treaty 
Series No. 45 (1946). : 
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AFTERMATH OF WAR 


Exchange of notes between His Maje 
ty’s Government in the United King: 
dom and the Government of 
Republic of Iceland concerning 
reversion of the Reykjavik airfield 
the Icelandic Government, Reykja 
vik, 12th October, 1944. Present 
by the Secretary of State for Foreiga 
Affairs to Parliament by comm 
of His Majesty. London, H.M. Sta 
tionery Office [1946] (Cmd. 6993) 
Treaty Series No. 39 (1946). 

Memorandum of agreement between 
His Majesty’s Government in thé 
United Kingdom and the Gove 
ment of the United States con 
ing the British and American zoné 
of occupation in Germany, Neg 
York, znd December, 1946. Presented 
by the Secretary of State for Foreigt 
Affairs to Parliament by command 
His Majesty. London, H.M. Station 
ery Office [1946] (Cmd. 6984 
United States No. 2 (1946). d 

Unitep KINGDOM. MINISTRY OF HEALT 
On the state of the public health 
during six years of war: Report of 
the Chief Medical Officer of th 
Ministry of Health, 1939-45. Londoml 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1946. 

U.S. War RELIEF ConTROL Boarp. Vol 
untary war relief during World Ws 
II. A report to the President, by tht 
President’s War Relief Control Boat 

. Washington, D. C., March 1946 
Washington, Govt. Print. Office, 194 
(Department of State Publicatiol 
2566) . 
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